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Aquamarine

Aguamarine, with its serene blue hues reminiscent of the sea, is not only a e

gemstone of beauty but also of rich history and lore. Beloved for its % A —
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healing properties and its role as a beacon of safety for ancient mariners, % > '

aguamarine continues to captivate and charm to this day. % '
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Fun Facts:

Color Range: Aquamarine exhibits colors from light blue to deep sea-green, though the most sought-
after stones are a vibrant sky blue. The color is due to iron impurities within beryl, its parent mineral.

Origins: This gemstone is primarily mined in Brazil, Nigeria, Madagascar, Zambia, Pakistan, and
Mozambique. Brazil is renowned for some of the largest and most impressive specimens.

Name Etymology: The name 'aquamarine' is derived from the Latin words 'aqua marina', which mean
'sea water', a nod to the stone's captivating ocean-like colors.

Healing Properties: Aquamarine is believed to soothe and calm the nerves, enhance clarity of mind, and
promote verbal self-expression. It is often used in meditation for its stress-relieving properties.

Historical Use: Sailors once carried aquamarine as a talisman against drowning and to ensure safe
passage over water. It has been associated with the sea gods and goddesses in various cultures.

Mohs Hardness: Aquamarine scores a 7.5 to 8 on the Mohs scale of hardness, making it durable enough
for everyday wear in jewelry.

Birthstone: It is the birthstone for March and is thought to bring happiness to marriages and a sense of
tranquility to its wearer.

Cleopatra's Gem: Aquamarine was a favorite gemstone of Cleopatra. Ancient Egyptians believed it
offered eternal youth and happiness.

Largest Specimen: The largest aguamarine ever mined was found in Brazil, weighing over 110 kg
(approximately 243 pounds) and named the 'Dom Pedro Aquamarine'.

Optical Phenomenon: Some agquamarine stones exhibit chatoyancy (cat's eye effect) and asterism (star
effect), though these occurrences are rare and highly prized.
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